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Message from the Directors

Welcome to the Cincinnati VA GCRC 2006 Winter Newsletter. This quarterly newsletter brings you interesting and exciting news and developments about the VA GCRC.

A Chat with Dr. Creighton Wright
The VA GCRC personnel are grateful that  there are several people at the VA, UC, CHM, and VISN 10 who have been very supportive of the Unit since its inception. Creighton Wright, MD, CVA Chief of Staff, has been, and continues to be a very strong supporter of the VA GCRC. Dr. Wright graciously agreed to an interview.
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Question: What are your thoughts about the significance of the VA GCRC as part of the Cincinnati VA community? What are the positive elements that the Unit adds to the Cincinnati VAMC?
 Answer: The GCRC at the VA is an incredible resource, and opened on November 1, 2002 with collaboration from UC Dean John Hutton, and Clyde Parkis, the VISN Director.  It allows access to adult patients and translational research.  This facility is a direct cross-link with the University of Cincinnati and the Children’s Hospital affiliates.

Not only is the research critical to improvement in patient care, the GCRC obviously is part of the total research mission which includes bench research, and Health Services Research and Development (with Drs. Tsevat and Render).  This provides a complete milieu for bench to bedside research in our facility.  For the greatest productivity of research one needs to have a variety of very bright minds and the resources together, and the GCRC provides that for us at the patient end of the spectrum.  The GCRC at the Cincinnati VA is one of five that are actually structured within the VA and thus is unique to our VISN and even to our region.  Their portfolio of research includes NIH, VA Merit Review, and private sources.  Obviously we would love to increase the portion of VA funded merit research for a number of reasons, and a number of current submissions are in process.  Extensive cardio-pulmonary studies, as well as mental health studies have been done in the unit and these are clearly part of the clinical critical missions of the past and current veterans.

Question:   You have been a strong supporter of the VA GCRC and we are very  grateful. What do you see the role of both VA and UC leadership in the future of the VA GCRC?

Answer: We need to continue to fully inform the upper level officials of the VA, the VISN, the Children’s Hospital and the University as to the creativity, productivity, and excellence of the investigators using the entire research milieu of the combined facilities.  As they know and see the value of the research, and the impact on direct patient care I believe they will be even more supportive of the GCRC  

The future for the GCRC is likely to require additional expansion.  The original space was based on certain assumptions but the facility is presently almost bursting at the seams.  The additional support from the NIH and NCRR grant will help us to expand to the opportunities for additional projects.  With that, the needs for space and staff will expand.  Hopefully this can all be incorporated into a funded mission for a new research building for the VA Cincinnati that would include enhanced bench research, additional bench to bedside research in a new facility.

Question:  What changes, if any, do you advise all involved decision makers at the VA GCRC, VAMC, UCCOM, Children's CRC, and VISN 10 to take into consideration?

 Answer: Administrations of the multiple facilities involved in the research missions have to be linked at the hip to create the greatest value in terms of productivity for dollar spent.  The GCRC has the greatest likelihood of being productive, particularly with the bedside end of the spectrum of research.



 Despite the various holidays and the completion of several studies, the VA GCRC continues to show a healthy growth in research, procedure, and clinical activities.
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GCRC Usage: December 2002 To December 2005*

 (Scheduled Time)

(*Missed Time was not captured for October 2005)

                                                                                                            


Investigators interested in a guided tour of the VA GCRC facilities or receiving information about using the VA GCRC should contact the VA GCRC Administrator:

Amelia T Nasrallah, M.A.

Phone: 513-558-2226

Fax: 513-558-4616

Email: amelia.nasrallah@uc.edu
Current VA GCRC personnel are:
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   David D’Alessio, MD, Paul Keck, MD, 

           Co-Directors      
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   Amelia T Nasrallah, MA, Administrator
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   Colleen Rogge, RN, Nurse Manager
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   Fay Hailes, RN, Research Nurse
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   Cathy Bailey, Research Assistant
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   Brenda Wenstrup, Research Assistant



We thank all of the investigators who have already been using the VA GCRC for our continued success and look forward to many more productive collaborations.


[image: image9.png]b (. Yt




David D’Alessio, M.D.            Paul Keck, M.D.













VA GCRC Cost Schedule





$22/hr for outpatient rooms*


$449/bed/day for inpatient rooms*


$550/hr for the cardiac lab*





*Plus 10% Indirect Costs 





Operating hours of the VA GCRC are 7:30 am to 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday 
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