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Message from the Director

On November 1, 2002, the GCRC opened its doors on the fourth floor of the VAMC to researchers in need of a site for the study of adults with complex medical or psychiatric disorders that cannot be studied within existing resources. Presently, over 12 active studies funded by federal, VA merit, or industry sources are being conducted at the GCRC. The GCRC continues to grow steadily. Since its opening, GCRC usage has grown by almost 300%, with the number of scheduled hours of activity now exceeds 800 per month. 
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The GCRC occupies 3,000 sq. feet of renovated space on the 4th floor of the Cincinnati VA Medical Center. It includes the following components:
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Two monitored rooms that can house 3   inpatients concurrently
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Five outpatient rooms
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A fully equipped cardiac physiology laboratory
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An investigational pharmacy
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A phlebotomy room
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Laboratory space with - 70( and 0( freezers and a refrigerated centrifuge

In addition to the clinical resources, in order to help clinical scientists achieve success in their research activities, the GCRC offers assistance with:
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Grant preparation and submission
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IRB and R&D processes
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Grant budgets and contracts
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Study assessments
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Study logistics

Several researchers are either actively or planning (soon) to initiate studies in the GCRC, including:
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   Robert Anthenelli, MD  (smoking cessation)
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  Jonathan Bernstein, MD (treatments for COPD and Asthma)

[image: image15.png]


 Robert Cohen, MD (interventions for diabetes)
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  Harvey Hahn, MD and Gerald Dorn, MD (relationships between novel gene alleles and cardiac function)
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 John Kasckow, MD (treatments for schizophrenia)
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  Paul Keck, MD and David D’Alessio, MD (glucose control in patients receiving second generation antipsychotics)
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  Henry Nasrallah, MD (treatments for schizophrenia)
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   Alexander Schneider, MD (treatments for stroke prevention)
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  Eugene Somoza, MD (novel clinical    trials for drug addictions)
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  Mario Zuccarello, MD (treatments for stroke)


Current GCRC personnel are:
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   Stephen Strakowski, MD, Director
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   David D’Alessio, MD, Associate        

        Director
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   Paul Keck, MD, Associate Director

     [image: image26.png]


   Amelia T Nasrallah, MA, Administrator
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   Colleen Rogge, RN, Nurse Manager
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   Fay Hailes, RN, Research Nurse
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   Elaine Ellis, Receptionist

Our facility is continuing to steadily grow. As a core resource for the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine and the Cincinnati VAMC, we are continuously seeking additional investigators to join our GCRC family. If you are planning a clinical investigation, we would be interested in seeing if we could help. Investigators interested in touring the GCRC or getting information about using the GCRC should contact the GCRC Administrator:

Amelia T Nasrallah

Phone: 513-558-2226

Fax: 513-558-4616

Email: amelia.nasrallah@uc.edu
We thank all of the investigators who have already been using the GCRC for our initial success and look forward to many more fruitful collaborations.
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